Dear Friend of CARE,

In the yearlong rush of activities, it can be hard to keep
track of what has been accomplished and reflect on wha
we have learned in the process. So with fiscal year 2014
firmly behind us and the calendar year winding down, we
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happenings and record them in this bulletin. While far
from being a comprehensive list, we hope it will give you
a sense of our work and achievements, including those o
colleagues working in water around the world. With
thanks to the staff, donors and partners that make our
work possible and best wishes for a happy holiday
season.

Yours,

Peter Lochery
Water Team Director

Team Accomplishments of

Farmers are testing new
techniques and technologies to
manage water more effectively

Though smallholder farmers are key players in food security in East
Africa, they often face hunger themselves. Through the Global
Water Initiative - East Africa (GWI- EA), funded by the Howard G.
Buffett Foundation, we are addressing water and its role in
smallholder agricultural productivity at household as well as
national policy levels. We have recruited a select group of farmers
to test improved soil management and small-scale irrigation
practices that enable smallholder farmers to produce more food
while demonstrating a potential transformation in the water and
agricultural sectors all the way up to the national level. Our
network of 160 “champion farmers” in Ethiopia, Uganda and
Tanzania test new technologies and techniques on demonstration
plots on their land and then use these results to inform a special
action-research platform facilitated by GWI -EA made up of local-
level research institutions, government officials and non-profit
organizations. In Tanzania, for example, over 60 champion farmers
have been introduced to simple water harvesting technologies that

can help them grow and produce crops even during longer dry
spells. Seventy-five percent of these trained farmers have adopted
the techniques and indicated improved soil moisture retention and
crop performance on their farms during the short rain cultivation
period. These champion farmer demonstration plots have resulted in
over 240 farmers learning about and investing in similar
technologies.

Champion farmers have the potential to impact the lives of over
60,000 people in the region, or 10% of the population across the 3
districts and the findings from their research can help to drive
investments by local government as well as policy changes at
national level that favor more effective water management in
agriculture.

“Water-Smart Agriculture” is
raising awareness of the vital role
of effective water management

In the 1990s, the term ‘WASH" was coined to clearly articulate the
intertwined nature of the water, sanitation and hygiene




